Chapter 15 Essay Questions- AP Government
1) How does the American public feel about bureaucrats and bureaucracy? What are the most prevalent myths about bureaucracy?
2)  Describe some of the more prevalent myths about the federal bureaucracy, and why they are only myths. What has your experience been with government bureaucrats? Would you recommend any changes based on your experience? Explain. 
3)  Evaluate the size of the American bureaucracy. Is the bureaucracy too big or too small? 
4)  How were most federal jobs obtained up until the late-nineteenth century? What was the key event that prompted the federal government to start the civil service? What is the civil service based upon, and what are its strengths and weaknesses? Explain. 
5)  Who are the bureaucrats and how do they become government workers? Compare and contrast the theories on what bureaucrats do and how they behave. 
6)  What is the plum book, and what is its role in staffing the federal bureaucracy? How do its offices differ from those staffed through the civil service? How do the people who serve in plum book jobs differ from civil service employees? Explain. 
7)  What is an independent regulatory agency, and what does it do? Briefly name two or three examples of such agencies. How do they differ from Cabinet departments in terms of presidential control? How do they differ from government corporations? Are these differences appropriate? Explain.  
8)  Identify, describe, and give examples of the four basic types of bureaucracy in the federal government. 
9)  Identify, describe, and give examples of the implementation functions of bureaucracies. 
10)  Why is policy implementation left to the bureaucracy? What are some of the principal causes of implementation breakdown? What improvements do you think could be made to lessen the likelihood of such breakdowns? Explain.
 11)  Explain why the implementation process sometimes fails. What are the obstacles to successful implementation? As an example, compare and contrast the implementation of Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 and the Voting Rights Act of 1965. Why was one more successfully implemented than the other? 
12)  Describe the purpose of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. What factors made it a successful case of implementation? Why are laws and regulations seldom this successful? Explain. 
13)  What methods are at the disposal of presidents and Congress to control the bureaucracy? Which are most widely used? How effective are they? Do you think these controls are sufficient? Explain. 
14)  Discuss the various methods used by the president and Congress to control the bureaucracy. Who is generally more successful in getting the bureaucracy to do what it wants? 
15)  Explain the methods that presidents and Congress use to try to control the bureaucracy. Why is it difficult to control and reform the bureaucracy in the United States? 
16)  What is an ʺiron triangle,ʺ and what is its significance in American government? Give an example. Are these natural groupings which should be encouraged or at least tolerated, or are they fundamentally dangerous to a democracy? Explain. 
