Chapter 11 Essay Questions- AP Government
1) Define interest groups. What do Americans generally feel about interest groups? What are

some of the common characteristics of groups today? How do interest groups in the United

States differ from groups in other democracies?

2) Describe the differences between the pluralist, hyperpluralist, and elite theories in regard to

the role played by interest groups in American society.

3) Compare and contrast how a pluralist, elitist and hyperpluralist would describe the most

significant features of the interest group system today.

4) Compare and contrast how pluralist, elite, and hyperpluralist theories explain the role of

interest groups in the United States. Specifically, are groups good or bad influences on public

policy? How powerful are they? Whose interests do they serve?

5) What is Olson’s Law of Large Groups, and how does it pertain to the power of various interest

groups in American politics? How does the free-rider problem fit into Olson’s scheme? Does

Olson’s law seem correct to you? Explain.

6) Discuss how size, intensity, and resources determine the likely effectiveness of an interest

group. Provide examples where appropriate.

7) Explain what factors work to make an interest group successful.

8) What is a single-issue group? What power does a single-issue group often have regardless of

its size? What issue over the past twenty years or more has given rise to many single -issue

groups on each side? What effect do you think such groups have on American politics?

9) Explain and evaluate the role of money in interest groups in the United States. What has been

the impact of Political Action Committees (PACs) on U.S politics?

10) Describe and evaluate the methods interest groups use in pursuing their policy goals.

11) Describe what lobbyists do, and how effective they are. Toward whom is most lobbying

directed, and why? Explain.

12) Explain what methods groups use to influence public policy, and why they sometimes win

and sometimes lose.

13) Why do interest groups form Political Action Committees? To whom does most of the PAC

money go, and why? Are PACs a threat to American democracy? Explain.

14) How can interest groups use litigation to achieve their goals? Why has litigation been a

particularly powerful tool for environmental groups? Is this an outlet that ought to be

encouraged within our system? Explain.

15) Compare and contrast the different types of economic interest groups in the United States.

What type of economic interest group has been most successful and why?

16) Explain what Salisbury means when he claims that many groups have come to Washington

out of need and dependence rather than because they have influence. Do you agree or

disagree? Why?

17) Discuss the positive and negative contributions interest groups make to our democracy.

