Chapter 1 Essay Questions- AP Government
1) Discuss the political differences between young people and older adults. What might account

for these differences? And what are the implications of these differences for democracy in the

United States?

2) Discuss the differences in political involvement between young people and older adults. How

might youth involvement be increased in our democracy?

3) What are the major functions performed by all governments? Give examples of how these

functions are performed in the United States.

4) Describe the components of the policymaking system and explain how public policies make

their way through the political system.

5) Describe the five principles of traditional democratic theory, as identified by Robert Dahl.

Under what circumstances would the reality of democratic politics fall short of each of these

ideal principles? Provide specific examples in your answer.

6) Compare and contrast the three leading contemporary theories of how American democracy

works. Which do you think most accurately describes the reality today? Explain.

7) Compare and contrast pluralist, elite and class theory, and hyperpluralism and assess their

applicability to American government.

8) Describe the five aspects of the American creed.

9) Some argue that the United States is in the midst of a culture war. What is meant by culture

war? What are the arguments for and against the existence of a culture war? Which set of

arguments do you find most convincing and why?







