Chapter 2 Essay Questions- AP Government
1) Explain how the colonial experience and the ideas of John Locke influenced the Declaration of

Independence and the United States Constitution.

2) Discuss how the power in state legislatures changed after the revolution. How did these

changes differ in Northern and Southern states? What do these changes suggest about the

nature of the revolution itself?

3) Describe the major features of the Articles of Confederation and explain why the Articles

failed.

4) Describe the strengths and weaknesses of the national government under the Articles of

Confederation. Would you call the Constitution an improvement? Explain.

5) What was the economic condition of the country at the time of the Constitutional Convention?

What were the major economic issues at the convention and how were they resolved? Why

were economic issues so important to the founders?

6) What were the personal characteristics of the delegates to the Constitutional Convention?

What were their basic philosophical views and how did these views affect the document they

ultimately approved?

7) Some have referred to the Constitution as a conservative victory. In what ways were the

framers less interested in republican liberty than in property and social order? Was this

necessary for the country’s survival, or was it selfish? Explain.

8) At the Constitutional Convention, there was consensus on some policy issues and conflict

necessitating compromise on others. Identify these issues and describe how the convention

dealt with them.

9) Describe the founders attitudes toward democracy. What specific features of the Constitution

reflect this sentiment?

10) How was the issue of slavery resolved at the Constitutional Convention? Was this necessary

for national survival? Explain.

11) Describe the major elements of the Madisonian model as embodied in the Constitution. Why

did the Founding Fathers make this model so fundamental to the document?

12) Describe some of the key checks and balances in the United States government as established

by the Constitution. Does this lead to more smooth and efficient government? Why or why

not?

13) Describe which groups in society the Federalists and Anti-Federalists represented. How did

the political views of the Federalists and Anti-Federalists differ?

14) Summarize the major arguments of the Federalists and Anti-Federalists. What were the major

political compromises and manipulations used to ensure ratification of the Constitution?

15) What was the significance of the first ten amendments to the United States Constitution? Were they intended to extend or to limit the power of the central national government? Explain.

16) Identify and explain the formal method of amending the Constitution. Give examples of both

successful and unsuccessful amendments.

17) How can the Constitution be amended? Is this process meant to encourage or discourage

changes? Explain and evaluate.

18) Some argue that the Constitution has been democratized over the years. Explain what is

meant by democratization, and give examples using references to relevant Constitutional

amendments.

19) Evaluate the democratic nature of the original and current Constitution with its amendments.

Does the Constitution, with its checks and balances and separation of powers facilitate or

impede effective policy making? Use relevant examples.

20) Explain what the founders intended the scope of the new United States government to be. Has the structure created by the founders actually limited government or made it more accessible

to citizens?

