Chapter 3 Essay Questions- AP Government
1) Define the term federalism and compare and contrast it with unitary and confederation

governments. Give examples of each.

2) Describe American federalism and contrast federalism to unitary government. For a country

like the United States, is federalism an appropriate system? Explain.

3) Why is federalism considered so important? Explain how federalism decentralizes politics and

policies.

4) Describe the federal system as formulated in the original design of the Constitution. Explain

how federalism has evolved or changed since the writing of the Constitution, particularly in

terms of the establishment of national supremacy.

5) List some of the powers specifically granted to the state governments by the Constitution. List

some of the powers specifically denied the states by the Constitution. Do the powers granted

and denied seem wise? Explain.

6) Briefly describe and state the historical significance of the McCulloch v. Maryland decision. Did

the Supreme Court issue a fair decision or did this undermine a proper balance in federalism?

Explain.

7) Explain what happened in the Supreme Court cases of McCulloch v. Maryland and Gibbons v.

Ogden? What is the importance of each case to the distribution of powers between the states

and the national government?

8) Explain the relationships and obligations between the states in the American federal system.

Use specific examples to illustrate your answer.

9) Compare and contrast dual federalism and cooperative federalism. What are the standard

operating procedures for cooperative federalism?

10) Define what is meant by fiscal federalism. How is it manifested through the federal grant

system? What are the advantages and disadvantages of each of the different types of grants?

11) What means and strategies do the states and communities use to compete with each other for

federal dollars? Under what circumstances might the states and localities not want to receive

federal aid?

12) To what extent did the Republican majority, first elected in mid 1990s, limit the scope of

government? To what extent did it enhance the scope of government?

13) What are the advantages and disadvantages to democracy under a federal system? If you were

drafting the Constitution today, would you opt to continue federalism or try something else?

Explain.

14) Discuss how federalism creates a more democratic political system.

15) Explain and give specific examples of the advantages and disadvantages of federalism for

democratic government.

16) Generally, how do the 50 states and Washington, D.C. differ in their laws regarding state

welfare benefits? On per-capita spending on public education? Is this a problem in a country

like the United States, or a strength of our system? Explain.

17) Describe how our federal system allocates responsibilities to state and federal governments.

Have these responsibilities changed over time? How has federalism influenced the scope of

government?







