Chapter 7 Essay Questions- AP Government
 1) Describe the relationship between the mass media and the president, and how it has changed

over the last several decades. Include examples of how various presidents such as George

Bush, Ronald Reagan, Richard Nixon, and Franklin Roosevelt have interacted with the media,

i.e., how much and under what circumstances.

2) Compare and contrast the roles of the different types of media in American politics. In

particular, examine the different types of media in terms of where people get their news, the

level of trust in each type, and how each media type reports the news.

3) Has the increase in information technologies in society created a more informed citizenry?

Why or why not? What claims do the commercial media make regarding why citizens are or

are not informed?

4) Most describe government and election news coverage as superficial, narrow, and limited.

Explain what factors contribute to these tendencies in news coverage in the United States. Who

do government officials and candidates blame for the nature of news coverage? Who do

journalists blame?

5) What events helped to make television the most important news medium in the country? Are

people getting the news they need from this source? Is the widely held belief that seeing is

believing appropriate? Explain.

6) How do news organizations get most of their news? What role do beats, trial balloons, and

leaks play? Is the process of news-gathering fair and logical? Explain.

7) How have the Internet and cable television impacted American politics?

8) Explain how the media determine what is news, and how it is presented to the public.

9) How do the news media shape what people believe about the American political system? Give

examples from research in this area.

10) What role do the media play in defining the policy agenda? How can the media be used by

policy entrepreneurs to achieve their objectives? Is such use a problem or a virtue in Americaʹs

democratic system? Explain.

