Chapter 9, 10 Essay Questions- AP Government
1) What gave rise to the McGovern-Fraser Commission, and what changes did it make in

delegate selection? Was the later addition of superdelegates meant to strengthen or weaken

what the commission had done?

2) Describe how the caucus and presidential primary differ from one another in selecting

delegates to the national party nominating conventions. Which do you think is a better

method? Why?

3) Evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of the present primary and caucus system of selecting

national convention delegates. Would you favor a move to a different system, or prefer to keep

the process as is? Be specific, and explain.

4) Why are Iowa and New Hampshire especially important to each party in the process of

selecting national convention delegates? Should they have this sort of power? Explain.

5) For what purpose do America’s major parties hold national conventions? How have they

changed over the last few decades, and why? Are they still worth holding? Why, or why not?

Explain.

6) How have national party conventions changed over time? What happens at the convention

and what are the major functions of the convention today?

7) How has campaigning changed in the modern high-tech society? Evaluate how technology

has changed campaigning. Are these changes good or bad for American society?

8) Describe the various staff members necessary for a modern presidential campaign. What do

many of these tasks say about the importance of issues as opposed to the importance of

image?

9) Why is organization important to a political campaign? How are most political campaigns

organized? What factors are essential for a well-organized campaign?

10) Describe the significance of money in a modern presidential election campaign. How does the

government regulate the fund-raising and expenditures of presidential campaigns? Is the

government regulation adequate? Explain.

11) Describe and evaluate the role of money in political campaigns, and its impact on the

distribution of political power in America.

12) Describe the current funding system for federal elections in the United States. Assess the

advantages and disadvantages of  full public financing of federal elections. Who would

benefit from such a policy? Why?

13) Explain how a political action committee works. How are political action committees

regulated? Evaluate the influence of political action committees.

14) Describe what a PAC is, and why it is significant. What role do PACs play in major election

campaigns in the United States? Are PACs a reflection of democracy in action, a threat to

democracy, or something in between? Explain.

15) Why do political campaigns rarely affect an individual’s voting intention?

16) Evaluate political campaigns in America in terms of their role in the democratic process. How

do they make our system more democratic? What limits campaigns from making our system

more democratic?

17) Describe the three key effects campaigns can have on voters, and note which two of the three

are most significant, and why. If you were running a campaign, what would be your

emphasis? Why?

18) Why is electoral legitimacy such an important aspect of America’s political system? Is this

sense of legitimacy deserved, in your opinion? If our elections are accepted as legitimate, why

don’t more people vote? Explain.

19) Describe what initiatives and referendums are and what purpose they serve. Would you like

to see more legislation subject to direct votes of the people or do you prefer to have the

legislatures and Congress represent the people’s interests more indirectly? Explain.

20) Briefly describe the major issues and events of the elections of 1800, 1896, and 2000. How

engaged was the American public in each of these elections?

21) Why does the text refer to George W. Bush’s first term as polarizing, and how was this

reflected in the 2004 election results?

22) Comment on some of the many ways in which elections have changed throughout American

history. Give examples to illustrate your answer.

23) Compare and contrast the presidential elections of 1800, 1896, and 2004. What factors made

each election unique and important? What were some of the major changes between these

elections?

24) Describe who votes in United States elections and who stays home. Which groups have the

highest turnout rates? Which have the lowest? Explain why you think some groups are more,

and some less, likely to vote.

25) How does the voter turnout rate in the United States compare to the other industrialized

nations of the world? Why is this so? What evidence is there that easing voter registration

would increase turnout? Would you take any specific steps to raise voter turnout? Explain.

26) Describe how the composition of the electorate is biased. What types of individuals vote? Does

it matter? In what sense is voter turnout of these groups rational?

27) What is the mandate theory of elections, and who believes in it? According to political

scientists, what are the three major elements to a voter’s decision? From what you observed

during the 2004 election, which element(s) do you think was most important to most voters?

Explain.

28) Describe and evaluate the factors that influence a voter’s decision to choose a particular

candidate.

29) How does the electoral college system work? Do you prefer it to direct popular election? Who

serves in this college? Describe the outcome of the 2000 presidential campaign. Who objected?

Did it threaten the legitimacy of our political system?

30) Explain how the electoral college system works. Evaluate the system. Is it completely

antiquated or does it still serve a purpose?

31) Describe what is meant by retrospective voting, including examples of how it has affected

presidential elections. Is retrospective voting an appropriate way to choose a President and

other public officials? Is retrospective voting adequate, or would you prefer other criteria?

Explain.

32) What are the two major tasks accomplished by elections according to democratic theory? Why

is it often difficult for voters to vote based on a candidateʹs public policy preferences? Does this

weaken democracy? Explain.

33) Describe the major differences in voter behavior between 1960 and 2004?

34) Evaluate elections in America in terms of their role in the democratic process and their effect

on the scope of government. How do elections affect, and how are they affected by, public

policy?

