Chapter 6, 8  Essay Questions- AP Government
 1) What is public opinion, and why is so much time and effort spent on measuring it in the

United States? What techniques are used to obtain an accurate reading of public opinion? Are

public opinion poll results generally accurate? Explain.

2) Describe what is meant by melting pot. What does minority majority mean and why is it

likely to be increasingly significant in American society? How will it change America? Do you

think it will have any effect on the quality of life in the United States? Explain.

3) Compare and contrast the different agents of political socialization. What effect do they have

on political learning?

4) What is meant by the term minority majority? Describe the major minority groups identified

in the text, including their relative size, political power and socioeconomic status.

5) What effect does the census have on the makeup of Congress? What states showed the greatest

gains in population in the last census? How are they rewarded? Is this a fair system? Explain

the rationale behind it and your opinion.

6) Describe the major influences on one’s political socialization, and how this comes about. From

your own perspective, which influences do you think contributed most to your political

attitude today? Explain.

7) Describe what is meant by the graying of America.
8) Explain why the family is central to individuals political socialization. Describe how patterns

of party identification across generations are consistent with this, using evidence from the

National Election Study.

9) Are public opinion polls a benefit or a curse to American politics? What influence do they have

on campaigns? On governing? What do critics point to as the key weaknesses of public

opinion polls? Do you agree? Explain.

10) Explain how public opinion is measured. What factors affect the accuracy of public opinion

polls?

11) How much attention should political leaders pay to public opinion polls? Discuss how and

why one might argue that political leaders should ignore poll results, and then defend against

that argument.

12) Present a critique of public opinion polling. What effect might public opinion polls have on the

democratic process in the United States?

13) Describe how public opinion polls make our system more democratic. What are potential

problems with relying on these polls?

14) What have public opinion polls told us about the extent of political information among the

American people? Comment on the implications this holds for democracy in the United States.

15) What is a political ideology? What are the four categories into which the The American Voter

divided the American electorate? To which of the categories do you think you fit, and why?

Do these categories strike you as accurate? Explain.

16) What is the effect of ideology on public opinion in America? Do people really think in

ideological terms? Does the liberal-conservative dimension adequately capture how

Americans feel about political issues?

17) Describe President Reagan’s view on the scope of government in America. To what extent are

these views reflected in American public opinion?

18) To what extent does political participation reflect a bias in favor of the privileged? Should this

matter? Why?

19) How do the American people feel about the scope of the federal government? What does it

mean to say that the Americans are ideological conservatives and operational liberals? How

have public attitudes on the size of government changed over time, and how does it affect

public policy?

20) Define protest and why it is employed in the political process. What is civil disobedience?

Should it be tolerated in American politics or strictly curtailed? How can civil disobedience be

defended? Explain.

21) Present evidence to support the argument that political parties have waning influence on

American politics.

22) Describe the three major components of an American political party, and what the major tasks

of a party are. Why is our political system so reliant on parties to organize public opinion?

Explain.

23) Describe the nature and functions of political parties in America. What major tasks do the

parties perform?

24) According to Schattschneider, democracy is unthinkable save in terms of the parties. Expand

on this comment, explaining what it is that parties do, and why these things are so important

to democracy. Provide specific examples, as needed.

25) What is rational-choice theory? Evaluate the Downs model for a rational political party and

present a graph that depicts the model.

26) Evaluate the claim that in a democracy candidates should say what they mean to do if elected

and be able to do what they promised once they are elected. To what extent do party promises

result in public policy? What changes do the advocates of the ʺresponsible party modelʺ
suggest in order to ensure that party promises be turned into public policy?

27) Explain the role of the party in the electorate. What recent trends are occurring in party

identification, and what effect does this have on party politics and elections?

28) Describe and evaluate party organization at the local, state, and national levels. What have

been the recent trends in the distribution of party power?

29) Compare and contrast the two major party platforms on the following issues: abortion, the

environment, health care, taxes, defense spending and education.

30) Do parties keep their campaign promises? For what purpose is a party platform, and how well

does it predict the policies the party attempts to carry out when its candidates win office? In

your opinion, are America’s two political parties sufficiently different, or too much the same?

Explain.

31) Some political scientists talk about a party dealignment in process today. What is meant by

this, and what evidence do they give for it? How does party neutrality fit into this argument?

Explain.

32) Describe the impact of third parties in American elections. What are the different types of third

parties. How successful have they been? What role do they serve in the system? Would you

prefer to see more parties to choose from on the ballot? Why, or why not?

33) Explain the role of third parties in American politics. Give examples to illustrate your answer.
34) Explain the advantages and disadvantages of a two-party system compared to a multiparty

system. What would the United States be like if it had a multiparty system?

35) What is the role of linkage institutions? What are the main linkage institutions in the United

States? How do political parties perform a linkage function? 
