Chapter 12 Essay Questions- AP Government
1)  Describe the general characteristics of the members of Congress and their average daily activities. What are the attractions and benefits of being a member of Congress? 
2)  Describe how Congress is demographically atypical of the United States population. Does this present a problem for legitimate democratic government? Why, or why not? 
3)  Comment on the representativeness of Congress. Are the members of Congress truly representative of the American people and the overall needs of the nation? What effect do PACs and interest groups have on the representativeness of Congress? 
4)  Describe the advantages of incumbents in congressional elections. What reforms have been suggested to limit the effects of incumbency? Would you support such reform?
 5)  Explain and evaluate the role of money in congressional elections. Give examples to illustrate your answer. 
6)  Describe the structure of power and decision making in the Congress and evaluate the impact of that structure on policymaking. 
7)  Describe the powers of the Speaker of the House, the majority and minority leaders, and the whips. What limits to their leadership powers exist in their respective parties?  
8)  List and briefly describe the different types of committees in Congress. What role do the committees play in the Congressional process?  
9)  Explain how the system of committees and subcommittees works in Congress. Give examples to illustrate your answer. 
10)  What are congressional caucuses? What role do they play, and how much influence do they have? Give examples to illustrate your answer. 
11)  Compare and contrast the different types of staff that work to support Congress. How large are these staffs? What services do they provide? 
12)  Explain the legislative process and the relative importance of key individuals and groups in that process. What happens to most bills? Describe the procedure by which a bill becomes law. 
13)  How can the President influence congressional action? Do you think the President is too powerful or not powerful enough in dealing with Congress? Explain. 
14)  Identify the sources of influence on members of Congress and evaluate their impact on policymaking. 
15)  How important is party membership to a senator or member of the House in casting a vote? Are votes on some issues more or less likely to follow party lines? What other factors influence how an individual legislator casts a vote? 
16)  Explain how members of Congress reconcile the conflicting jobs of representing constituents and making effective public policy. In your answer, be sure to discuss the committee system, congressional elections, and the role of political parties and interest groups in Congress. 
17)  Describe the conflicting concepts of members of Congress serving as trustees versus as instructed delegates. Which role does a legislator most frequently play? Which concept most appeals to you? Explain. 
18)  Evaluate Congress as a democratic institution. What reforms democratized Congress? Evaluate whether there is a trade off between representativeness and effectiveness. 
19)  The authors note that ʺsome argue that Congress is too responsive to constituents, and, especially, to organized interests....(while others) argue that Congress is too insulated from ordinary citizens. Evaluate the evidence for each view from throughout the chapter. 
20)  Discuss aspects of congressional membership, elections, organization and decision making that might lead the public to be critical of Congress as an institution. To what extent is such criticism well-founded? 
