Chapter 16 Essay Questions- AP Government
1) Discuss three decisions of the Supreme Court and explain how they have affected how democratic our political system is.

2) Describe the typical participants and types of cases involved in the judicial system.

3) Over what kinds of cases do federal district courts have jurisdiction? Over what kinds of cases do federal district courts not have jurisdiction? Who are the major players in a district court?
4) Explain the organization of the federal court system. What type of cases are heard in each of the different courts?
5) Compare and contrast the Supreme Court with lower federal courts in terms of how judges are chosen, how cases are chosen, and who hears cases before the court.

6) How are nominees to the federal district courts selected? Who has veto power over the selections, and what is this called? Who checks the background of nominees to these courts? Is the entire selection process sensible? Explain.

7) Explain the relationship between the courts and Congress and the courts and the presidency. What is the relationship between these institutions in terms of judicial selection and policymaking?

8) Describe how federal judges and justices are chosen. What factors influence the selection process? What are the general characteristics of the Supreme Court justices chosen by this process?

9) What do presidents look for in selecting a Supreme Court justice? How often are they successful in appointing judges who reflect their judicial philosophy?  Provide a few examples from the twentieth century of presidents succeeding and failing to have a direct influence on the Court.

10) What are the typical characteristics of the individuals chosen as judges and justices?

11) What kinds of cases are accepted for review by the Supreme Court, and how does the process usually work? Why are the Courtʹs rulings so significant? Explain.

12) Describe the strengths and weaknesses of the judiciary as a political institution. What do the courts have the power to do? What do they not have the power to do? How does this power compare to other political institutions?

13) What role should original intent have in how the Supreme Court interprets the Constitution and laws of Congress? Should original intent be the most important criterion, or should other aspects be of equal or greater weight? Explain.

14) How are court decisions translated into actual policy? What elements of the population are involved in judicial implementation, and how might implementation be hindered or helped? Use examples to illustrate your answer.

15) Explain how the courts have affected the policy agenda throughout American history, citing specific court decisions as examples.

16) Using examples from specific Supreme Courts, explain how the courts have affected the policy agenda throughout American history.

17) Describe the significance of the Marbury v. Madison ruling by the Supreme Court. Has the legacy of this ruling been a positive or negative one? Did the dramatic ruling in this case serve to weaken American democracy? Explain.

18) Describe President Franklin Rooseveltʹs attempt to alter the Supreme Court. Why did Roosevelt make this attempt? Why did it eventually become unnecessary? Are you sympathetic with Rooseveltʹs actions or not? Explain.

19) In what ways has the judiciary made our political system more democratic? Less democratic?

20) Evaluate the American court system from the point of view of democratic theory.

21) What are the strengths and weaknesses of judicial restraint and judicial activism? To what extent are each of these associated with particular political ideologies (i.e., liberals or conservatives)?

